
I

t

"iYIV is '" !"' '' rarth Sottrw&L FEW vigorous enemies are valu--n better phkCC (ban I found It" tijrckaThe Bab. able assets fix- - any man to have.

POSTSCRIPT TOPEKA, KANSAS, THURSDAY EVENING, MARCH 9, 1916 TEN PAGES THIS EDITION 2 CENTS

WOULD RECRUIT
Senator Fall Would Avenge Villa9s

500,000 TO SEND TO MEXICO
Murderous Raid On

......

American Town Early This Morning
""" I. -

Plucks $5 Bill
Out Bird Nest

and Pays Fine
GERMANS

GAIN BIG

FORTRESS

CONSIDER

MEXICAN

INVASION

P0RTU6AL

IS NOW IN

CONFLICT
Germany Declares War on Lit-

tle at ion.

BULLETIN!
Washington, March 9. The Mexican question broke out in

congress late today. Senator Fall of New Mexico announced
that he had prepared a resolution to authorize recruiting of an
army of 500,000 to intervene in Mexico and aid the existing
authorities in stamping out brigandage while in the house Rep-
resentative Mondell, Republican of Wyoming, started debate
with a speech attacking the administration's Mexican policy.

VILLA LED HIS MEN.
A dispatch from General Pershing forwarded to the war de-

partment late today through General Funston states definitely
that the Mexican raiders were commanded by Villa, personally.

Washington, March 9. General Pershing in a report filed
late this afternoon, says: "Slocum reports by telephone and
asks me to repeat that Villa himself led the charge through
camp with a force estimated at from 500 to 1,000 men. Eleven
Mxicans were killed in camp and 23 altogether so far."

MORE OUTRAGES

Three Ranchers Hung and
Bodies Burned by Villa.

GEN. VILLA

MASSACRES

AMERICANS

IN O. CITY

Sixteen Civilians and Soldiers
Slain; Town Pillaged.

Rehel Leader Heads Hand of
Nearly 1,000.

RAID COLUMBUS, N. M..4A.M.

Finally Driven Out by Three
Companies U. S. Soldiers.

Residents Bathlessly Slain as
They Flee Homes.

BURN PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS

Hnsbands Murdered as Wives
Plead for Live.

All H oases in Border Town
liiddled by Bullets.

DEAI.
A. L. RITC HIE, hotel proprietor.
W. It WALKEK, Plays, EC. M.. uet.

t'ei'lrnl hotel.
WAITO IVAI.kKK. I ntte Stated run-tor- n

rider.
Mil TON .1 1MK8.
MRS. Mil. ION JAMI
J. S. DK.l Jf.

. t. Mil l KK. riroKi-t- .
J. J. MODKK, merchant.
IMP K X T 1 1 'I F.n CBAl' FFKV K .

SOL DIEM KILLED.
FRANK KEN DV ALL, r. troop

K.
HERO KANT MABG . OOBIt, inachine

ffiin troop.
OUI'UKAI. I'M L SIMON

HEKOEANT JOHN NIEVERO KLT, Imnd.
COKPOKAL HAKKV U1SWAI.L. troop

i.
I'RKU A. (.Kil l IN. private, troop K.
THOMAS III TI.KK, troop W,

WOUNDED BOLDIEKS.
JKKKK P. TAYLOR, troop W.

THEODORE KALZOKKB, troop L.
MICHAEL ISA KM AXEL, miichine mm

troop.
JOHN VKPKOI (.11 troop K.
JAMEH V EN NEK. troop M.
JollN KEOOH, troop ti.
LT. C. C, BENSON, troop i.

Columbus, N. M., March 9.
Sixteen Americans were killed
by Villa bandits variously esti-
mated from 500 to 1,000, in num-
ber, who swooped down on this
town in the darkness early today
and were driven off only after
nearly two hours fighting with
oOO United States cavalrymen.

Thirty or forty Villistas were
killed or wounded, it is estimat-
ed. Five American civilians and
eijfht soldiers were wounded.

Aroused from sleep by the
sudden onrush of the Mexicans,
firing into the stores and houses,
seven American troopers and
nine civilians, including one wo-
man, were killed before the Vil-ist- as

were finally driven across
the border three miles below Col-
umbus

Report Bodies in Ruins.
Rumors that several guests died in

the Commercial hotel when the Mex-
icans applied the torch are not cred-
ited, although tie ruins are being
carefully searched for traces of bodies.

Mrs. Gran, wife of James (lean, a
leading merchant, was shot down in
cold Mood beside her husband who
was also killed in defense of his home.

Only the desperate bravery of the
outnumbered American soldiers pre-
vented a massacre greater than the
.slaughter of eighteen helpless Ameri-
cans at Santa Ysabel, Mexico, Jan-
uary 10 I 'ablo Lopez, who led the
Villistas in the Ysabel massacre, s
reported to have been with Villa in
the attack on Columbus today.

Three Americans Villa held prison-
ers before the raid on Columbus, are
reported to have been hanged and
their bodies burned.

Entering Columbrs und ?r rover cf
darkness, protected by a ditch, the
Villistas suddenly dashed into the
he.irt of the town, shrieking war cries
and shooting into houses.

Suuads evidently detailed for the
purpose, threw oil on several build-- ,
ings and applied the torch. Snipers
picked off civilians as they left their
homes.

The firing grew into a pitched bat-
tle as soon as the American soldiers
could gather for the attack.

Col. H. J. Slocum speedily brought
the Thirteenth cavalry into action and
shortly after 6 o'clock drove the raid-
ers across the border.

Information that Francisco Villa
and his chief lieutenant, Pablo Lopez,
were in personal command of the
raid was given Colonel Slocum by a
Mexican rancher captured by the' Hits last Sunday and who escaped

MURPRER-BANDI- T

Francisco Villa.
during the fighting. He told of the
hanging of the American rancherc.
McKinney, Corbett and O'Neal, and
declared that a fourth American,
whose name he did not know, n.
been hanged at the same time. The
Mexican informant said Villa attacked
with from N00 to l.OuO men and
machine gun platoon.

"Traveling north they crossed .he
boundary west of Columbus," said the
Mexican, "and entered town by a ditch
running past the cavalry camp. Vi'lawas in per onal charge and declared
he was going to kill every American
because the American government did
not treat him right. Villa declared
'arranza could not make peace in

Mexico. With Villa were Pablo Lo-
pez. Martin Lopez, Col. Candelario
Sevantes, Col. Craz Chavez. Gen. Jcse
Fernandez and General Keltran."

The Mexican confirmed a report
previously sent by Carranza officials
that before leaving the Santa Ana dis-
trict in western Chihuahua, Villa had
freely stated that he intended to force
intervention by the I'nited States by
raiding American territory and tilling
everybody in sight.

The Mexican fugitive said that Villa
addressed his men yesterday just be-

fore ordering an advance on Colum-
bus croM)r? to the Mexican's ac-
count Villa declared the watchword
would be "death to Americans" and
added that the killing of Americans
was ordered because citizens of the
L'nited States were responsible for the
wretched condition of Mexico.

' 'The United States intends to swal-
low Mexico,' Villa shouted," said the
fugitive, "Let us do what we can to
make it stick in their throats."

Lieut. Clyde Ely, with twenty men
of the New Mexican National guard
arrived fnm Doming today and joined
th federal troops.

Attack a Surprise.
The attack was a complete surprise.

Villa deceiving the authorities by dis-
patching a tele; m to Hachita, '. M.,
last night, saying he was at tho No-gal-

ranch in 'hihuahua, near the
order, at least 4 4 miles from .ere.

The telegram was signed ostensibly by
the American caretaker of the ranch
and stated that Villa personally .vas at
the ranch house.

All the while, however, the Mexican
bandit leader was making his way
from Bosques Crandes ranch, ab.tut 5
miles southwest of here.

Worked a Rose,
A Mexican scout gave this intim

He reported late last night hat
i e saw two parties of Villa's men mov-
ing eastward from Bosques J ramies
ranch toward Ialomas. an bandoned
I lammxa outpost, six miles directly
south, below hre. Col. H. J. Slocum.
commanding the Thirteenth cavalry,
has heavy patrols out, with two troops
at Gibson's ranch, 16 miles west.

Carranza customs guards at the bor-
der prates, three miles south of Coium-bu- s,

had due :i few rifle pits 'or the
fifty Carranaa soldiers who fled front
Palomas when Villa appear d In th
vicinity several days ago.

Mr. and Mrs. Milton James and J.
S. Dean, merchant, were later added to
the list of Americans killed .

Barricaded Families.
Houses throughout the town were

riddled with bullets. Rlggs, his wife
and two children in the living quarters
of the customs house barricaded them-
selves behind mattresses. L. Jager
and his wife and two children of the
second floor of the railroad station
building did the same.

Tn the section house near by. Fore-
man S. H. McCullough and his wife
and four children sought safety on the
floor. Bullets flew over their heads.

Druggist Shot Head.
C. C. Miller was shot dead as he

dashed from his drug store to the
Hoover hotel across the street.

A woman, dragging a little girl by
the hand, was wounded and stumbled
over the druggist's body. Snipers
posted in front of frame buildings
which had been set on fire shot at the
Americans as they sought refuge from
the flames fast destroying several
buildings. The Mexican snipers moved
deliberately in the darkness.

The lighting of lamps by house-
holders and hotel guests aroused from
sleep by the rifle furlllade. promptly
bi ought a shower of bullets. Every
house in Columbus and almost every
window appeared to have been hi
from one to a dozen times.

Civilians armed themselves and
from vantage points within their
homes answered the shots of the Mex-
icans. Some of the bandits sought
entice Americans out into the street.
by speaking English. J. S. Dean was
caught in this way. A Mexican who
spoke excellent English called to him.
Dean emerged from a doorway and
his reply in English betraying him
be an American brought his death.

At the same time another Americanshouted :

"Hey, who are you?"
"Vive Villa," was the reply.

Killed Half Dozen Bandits
"I don't know who he is," th e

(Continued on Page 4.)

Hammond. Ind., March 9.
Frank Trabtzbas of Chesterton.
Ind., reflecting in a police jail cell
after two days' fling along the gay
white way, wondering how he
was going to pay a dollar fine
when ne spied a robin's nest in a
tree within arm's length of the
cell window. Reaching out. he
shooed the robin away and picked
a $5 bill from the nest, summoned
the jailer, paid his fine and went
home.

POSTSCRIPT
RUSH ARMY

INTO MEXICO

Senator Sherman Says Send L

S. Soldiers Aeross and Make
Them Respect I s.

Princeton, 111., Mach 9. Armed in-

tervention in Mexico is the solution
of present difficulties there in the
opinion of Senator Lawrence Y. Sher-
man, expressed in a statement today
in discussed the border trouble.

"We should send an army to the
border, not only to protect American
soldiers but to go across and make
the Mexicans respect us," Senator
Sherman said.

Apologizes for Mexico.
Mexico City, March 9. "My gov-

ernment sincerely regrets tiiis affair
and asks the American people to be
patient,' said Marcelino Davilos, whe
is acting as foreign minister of the
Carranza cabinet in a statement to
The Associated Press today.

"The government asks the Ameri-
can people to remember that Villa
is a common enemy," he continued,
"and an outlaw to be hunted down
by all men. The Mexican government
will use the most vigorous means to
run this man to earth and avenge
his horrible acts."

It is stated unofficially that General
Travino, with a large force, already
is in pursuit of Villa.

WUI "Run Down Whole Bunch."
Washington. March 9. Senator Fall

of Mexico, received a telegram from
El Paso which said that Col. Slocum
had followed the bandits into Mexico
and had wired that "He was going to
ui j ! with I hi t until li r.
the whole bunch."

The Mexican commander at Juarez,
the dispatch said had endorsed the
action of American troops in crossing
the international line.

Pursuing Villa Into Mexico.
Columbus. March ft. American

i roopers continued their pursuit of
Villa raiders throughout the forenoon.
Early this afternoon no word had been
received as to how far American sol-
diers had penetrated into Mexico.

Word to Carranza.
Washington, March 9. It was said

the request for permission to send
American troops into Mexico probably
would go forward to General Car-
ranza late tonight.

Secretary Lansing said that if per-
mission were asked it would le for
this occasion only and that the troops
would be withdrawn when they had
accomplished their purpose.

LAST MINUTE NEWS

Kngiiieer Killed In Wreck.
Del Rio, Texas, March ft. Millard

Holmes, of Del Rio, engineer was
killed and G. Hill, fireman, was prob-
ably fatally scalded early today when
the boiler of a Southern Pacific west
bound freight loco motive exploded
eight miles west of here.

War Sworn In.
Washington, March ft. Nwton D.

Baker was sworn In today as secre-
tary of war. The oath was adminis-
tered by John Randolph, assistant
chief clerk.

French I ,ov jm Verdun.
Berlin, March ft. Major Moraht,

military expert of the Vossische Zei-tun- g.

estimates that the French losses
in the fighting around Verdun total
between 70.000 and 80,000. Major
Moraht says that more than 20.000
French soldiers have been made pri
soner.

Deny Diaz in .Yew OrleMMk
New Orleans, March ft. Relatives

and adherents of Felix Diaz here to-
day declared reports that Diaz was
hiding in New Orleans were incorrect
and that Diaz was in the state of
Oaxaca. Mexinco. leading his forces
against the defacto government. The
Carranza consul here also said he had
received reliable advices several days
ago stating Diaz then was in Cuate-- !
mala.

Buttgngtmu Still Have Hope.
Washington, March 9. The house

judiciary committee today failed to
act on proposals to consider suffrage
legislation at this session of congress
because of the absence of Represen-- (

tative Dale of New York, suffrage
leader. Suffragists claim a majority
of the committee is pledged to favor-- j
able action on the proposals. Repre-
sentative Dale's absence left the com-
mittee tied. At the request of thesuffragists the subject was not brought
up.

French Center Smashed by the
Crown Prince Today.

Most Important Advance Since
tJreat Drive.

TWO FORTS IN TEUTON HANDS

Verduu Protection Is Weakeni-

ng1 Every Hour.

Positions on Goose Hill Are
Now in Danger.

London, March 9. Breaking out in
a sudden smash against the French
center, German troops have captured
Fort Du Vaux. five miles northeast of
Verdun, the village of Vaux adjoining
and other positions, according to of-
ficial Berlin dispatches this afternoon.

The Berlin official statement also
reported important gains in a renewal
of the drive on the west bank of the
Meuse. The French have been clear-
ed from Corbeaux woods, the German
war office announced, the German
gains imperilling the strongly forti-
fied French positions on Goose hill
northwest of the citadel.

Two in German Hands.
Two of the Verdun forts protecting

the city from the east are now in Ger-
man hands, according to Berlin.
Brandenburgers stormed and captured
Fort Douaumont several days ago.
Posen reservists, it was officially an-
nounced in Berlin, drove the French
from the armored fort of De Vaux, two
miles southeast of Douaumont in a
fierce battle last night.

Two other French forts next in Iin
south of Verdun are reported already
badly damaged by heavy German
howitzers. The capture of De Vaux
places the French at Fort De
Tavannes, two miles to the southwest,
in a dangerous position.

The German gains announced in Ber-
lin today are the most important won
by the crown price since the early
days of the assault against the fortress,
Berlin reports, however, are not con
firmed in dispatches from the Pariswar office. For several days, how-- iever, the Fren hofficial statements
have been twelve hour? behind the
German war office in reporting event:'around Verdun.
War Minister Invokes Mohammed.

Amsterdam. March 9. A dispatch
from Constantinople via Berlin says
that on Thursday of last week KnverPasha, the Ttrkish minister of war,
accompanied by Djemal Pasha, com-
mander of the Turkish forces in Syria
and othr dignitaries arrived in Me
di la, the "prophet's city" In Arabia
and that they paid a visit to the tomb
of Mohammed.

French Repulse Attack.
Paris, March 9. On the Verdun

sector west of the Meuse the French
have repulsed repeated attacks on he
village of Bethincourt, according to
semi-offici- statements made nere
today.

(all Married Men.
London, March 9. The newspapers

'announce this morning that the proc
lamation win ne issuea next week call-
ing to the colors married men between
the ages of 27 and 35.

WEATHER IS SETTLED

A Continuation of KxiHting; Conditions
Is the Government's Forecast.

Kain and snow, measuring .7 t an
inch fell last night, and ihis morning
the sidewalks and ' pavements were
slippery though they did not freeze.
The lowest temperature was 32 de-- ;
grees. The wind is still in the south-iwes- t.

The sky was clear this morning,
and the weather is expected to remain
about the same for a few days at east.

The forecast calls for fair weather
tonight and Friday: not much ohange
in temperature. The shippers' forecast
indicates temperatures of about VI
degrees for 36 hour shipments in all
directions. The lowest reading at To- -
peka tonight will be slightly .ower
than thac of last night.

This morning's low reading was 4
degrees: above normal. The mercury
was expected to go near CO degrees

'this afternoon, and to about the same
point tomorrow The high record for
this date is 73 degrees. The iowest
temperature ever recorded on March
9 was 3 degrees above zero in 1891.

The Kaw river is rising slowly the
tage today being 7.1 feet. two-tei"-

if a foot higher than on Wednesday.
The wind is blowing at the rate of tori
n;i an hour from the ?outhwert.

Temperatures today averaged 7 de-
grees above normal. Following are
hourly readings for the day furnished
bv the weather bureau:

7 o'clock 32 11 o'clock 48
8 o'clock 34 12 o'clock 51
9 o'clock 49 1 o'clock tfl

10 o'clock 44 ' 2 o'clock S9

Piano at a Rargain.
Customer near Topeka, Kansas, iB

unable to finish payments on piano
contract. We will turn piano over to
first satisfactory party who will pay
balance either cash or five dollars per
month. Write Schmoller & Mueller
Piano Co., Omaha. Xeb. Adv.

ews of Columbus Massacre
Inflames Washington.

Senators Deelare F. S. Must
Strike at Once.

WILSON APPALLED BY REPORT

Funston Investigating Officially

for Government.

Cite Precedents of Rights to
Cross Border.

Secretary Lansing announced
late today that the United States
was considering asking General
Carranza permission to send
American troops into Mexico to
capture the Villa hand its who
raided Columtras, N. M.

Washington, March 9. Faced by a
new crisis in Mexican affairs by the
Columbus massacre, administration
officials admitted that President Wil-- ,
son might find it difficult to refrain
longer from actual interference,
What administration leaders who fa--!
vor a watchful waiting course fear
most is an outbreak in congress with
its consequent effect upon the coun-- i
try. The senate, particularly, which
eontains many vigorous critics of the
president's Mexican policy, has just
settled down from the flurry over the
C lift massacre of several weeks ago.

At the- White House the only word
given out was that steps would be
taken to punish the Villa bandits, but
it was not indicated whether General
Carranza would be called upon to do
so, or whether American troops would
be sent over the line.

Lansing to Carranza.
The memorandum is being prepared

with a view to its dispatch in case
Secretary Lansing decided to present
the case to General Carranza. It
probably will be drafted along lines
similar to the communication sent
Carranza on the Santa Ysabel massa-
cre, but because of the more serious
aspect of the present incident prob-
ably will be firmer than the previous

Washington, March 9. First re-
ports of the Mexican raid on Colum-
bus. N. M., were received at the White
House while President Wilson washaving his first conference with New-
ton D. Baker, the new secretary ofwar. Officials admitted that the "raid
put a very serious aspect on the Mex-
ican situation.

While the policy of the administra-
tion so far has been t look to theCarranza forces to deal with the ban-
dits, some officials declared today that
it was a grave question whether such a
raid as that on Columbu., was not. suf-
ficient evidence of the inability of '.eCarranza government to deal with Ine
situation to warrant sending Ameri-- ican troops over the line.

New Agitation.
The raid started a new agitation incongress, where those who have op-

posed the administration's Mexican
policy openly charged that the

were proof of their repeated
declarations that the Carranza gov-- !
ernment was impotent to deal with the
Situation and a fulfillment of theirpredictions that another outrage like
the recent Cusi massacre in which six- -
teen or more Americans were killed by
Villa bandits when they held up a
train, was only a question of time.

Swears in Baker at Once.
After the president and Mr. Backer

had discusse i the reports briefly, the
president decided that the new sec-- :
retary of war should take office at
ence. He signed the commission and
Mr. Baker went to be sworn in.

One of the probable courses most
discussed in official circles was to send
American troops over the line to clean
cut the bandits.

It was pointeJ out that such action
could be taken with a declaration tbai
there was no intention to impa;i the
sovereignty of Mexico or purpose if
occupation of territory, but simply to
deal with a situation menacing to the
American border over which the Car-
ranza governm nt evidently had no
control.

Can Troopers Cross?
There is some conflict of opinion re-- i

gardin the authority of the war de-
partment to send troops into a or-- I
eiiin country without Lhe consent of
congress. Those who doubt the au-
thority contended that ail Amiican
troopers may Jo without further au-
thority would be to repel Mexican
marauders by fire. Jther officials,
however, contend that the constitution
vests the president with authority to
epel invasion and that authority Lhey

say includes lhe power to send trot-p-

over the line. They point out that
:n 187 7 Secretary McCrary of ihe war
department instructed General Oi d,
commanding on the border, to notify
the Mexican authorities if they were
unable to suppress disorders which
menace the American side, the United
States would undertake the work, even
if the outcome caused the occasional
crossing of the line by American
troops.

Further precedents for sending
(Continued on Page 2J

Seiznre of Merchant Maria
Cause of Act.

FOURTEENTH IN WORLD WAR

And Berlin Was Not at All Sur-

prised Today.

Their Troops Have Clashed
Beore in Africa.

Berlin, March 9. Germany today
declared war on Portugal and th
Portuguese government became the
fourteenth involved in the world con- -
flict.

An official statement was issued U- -
day outlining the German position. It
was pointed out that seizure of Ger- -

man ships by Portuguese naval au-- I
thorities was in violation of treaties1
between Germany and Portugal, pro-

viding that in the event of such seis-ur- e,

arrangements must first be mad
for compensation.

The German minister at Lisbon to-

day notified the Portuguese govern-
ment of the declaration, handing the
official document to the foreign min-
ister with the remark:

"The German government, there-
fore, now considers herself from this
day at war with Portugal."

Seiznre of Snip.--.

The German declaration was based
on the act of Portugal in seizing, with-
out previous notice. German mer-
chantmen in Portuguese ports. This
action. Germany charged in a sharp
note of protest, violated the existing
commerce treaties between Germany
and Portugal, and offered evidence
that Portugal is "a vassal of Kng-land- ."

To this note Portugal, on March 4,
replied with a communication to the
fJerman foreign office uatiy rejecung
the German demands.

The government's action occasionwl
no great surprise. Portuguese and
German troops had clashed earlier In
the war In the African possession:.
Portugal alleging that Germany had
invaded her territory.

Portugal Ready.
Parist March 9. A rupture with

Germany is regarded by th- - Portu-
guese government as inevitable, says a
Lisbon dispatch to the Matin. Special
protective measures accordingly have
been taken along the coast and at the
entrance of the Tagus against sub-
marines. The lighthouses have bessl
ordered to remain dark.

Ordered to Cross Border.
oLndon, March 9. German rest-den- ts

in Oporto and througnout Por-
tugal have been advised by their con-
sul to proceed to Spain immediately,
according to a dispatch to the Ex-
change Telegraph from Lisbon. It fcl

supposed, says the correspondent, that
the diplomats will leave this week, as
a rupture between Germany and Por-
tugal is considered inevitable.

May Get Passport Saturday.
Ixndon. March ft. Unless the Ger-

man ships seized by Portugal are re-
leased the Portuguese minister to Ger-
many will receive his paasports Satur-
day at noon, says a dispatch to the
Exchange Telegraph company from
Zurich, Switzerland, which gives a re-
port from Frankfort as the basb far
the statement. The Munich Nach-richte- n,

the dispatch adds, says thatno ultimatum has yet been presented
to Portugal.

BUSYlOOSTERS

Trip Over the Red Line To Be
Made Today.

Gospel of Good Roads W ill R

Carried to Farmers.

Topeka' s good roads boosters were
busy this morning preparing for tr;p
over the Red Line route to the Doug-
las county line this afternoon. M. &
Putney, president of the local auto -

sociation and head of the Kaw Vallee
Improved Highway association. ind
W. P. Montgomery were busy
uting road maps showing a proposed
benefit district for farmers along r

route and also distributing literature
in which the cost of such a oeneflt
is made clear to the farmers.

The boosters will leave the Commer-
cial club at 1 o'clock this afternoon.
Various sections of the route will jm
gtren to each man with a machine aim
it will behoove him to call on all th
farmers in his section, explain .h- - ""e--
peka-L- a wrence -- Kansas City hard ar--i
face road proposition and receive the)
farmers opinion.

Then, an invitation will be extended
to the farmer to be present at m
luncheon and a lecture at the 'om-- ,
mercial club Friday evening. John
Marcellous, a good roads lecturer from
Kansas City, will speak at that lime

MOVE TO TOPEKA
....

Secret Conference Discloses
Hock Island Plan.

Make This City Secondary Gen-

eral Headquarters.

Following a conference of officials
of the Rock Island Lines in Topeka
the first of the week it is known in
railway circles today that a plan is
on foot to make Topeka next in im-
portance to Chicago in general office
authority. The conference gave birtl
to a proposition whereby many gen-
eral offices of the railway may be
concentrated here before June.

If the plan meets with general ap-
proval from the officials with direct-
ing authority, the Rock Island will
construct a new building in this city
to be occupied exclusively by offices
moved here fro.a other points on the
system.

The argument brought out at tho
Topeka conference was to the effect
that Topeka was the natural govttfn-in-

center of the western and cen7fil
districts of the Rock Island Liuis.
Chicago, now the head of all Rock
Island authority, is far away from the
western terminals in Denver and Kl
Paso and Galveston. Many offices
could be conducted here with greater
efficiency and at less expense, it was
pointed out.

I "ill Up the Vacancy.
Kver since the Rock Island moved

the office of general manager andsubsidiary offices from this city sev-
eral months ago. promises have been
made Topeka that something would be
sent here as a "fitting substitute."'

Rumors directly from Chicago in
the last week state that the account-
ant's force would be moved 'o this
city. Indications recently have point-
ed to this move. The secret confer-
ence in Topeka early in the week,
however, brought out still another
chance for additional offices.

It has been known for some time
i hat the offices of the Rock Tsland
in Chicago were a tremendous expense
to the road. High rentals, limited
space and long distance have combin-
ed to make certain departments too
expensive in the "Windy City." a,

a much smaller city, with
cheaper rentals and grounds and with
every acessibility to the western di-

stricts of the road, forms an ideal
according to the newly formn- -

lated plan.

ALL ARE WARNED

Senator McCumber Withdraws
Merchantmen Resolution.

Sea-Goin- g Americans Now Un-- j
derstand Perils, He Says.

Washington, March 9. Senator Mc-- j
Cumber. Republican, of Xorth Da-
kota, today withdrew his resolution
to warn American citizens off armed
ships, stating he thought that Ameri- -
cans have been effectively warned and
that the pendency of his resolution
might embarrass nepotiations.

"In view of the turn in our interna-- ;
tional affair during the last 24 hours.-- '

said Senator McCumber, "I feel that
sea going Americans have been as ef-
fectively warned of their perils as
though either the McLemore or the
Gore resolution had been adopted, and.
considering that new proposals tend
ing toward an amicable settlement of
the question in controversy, I feel that
reopening of the discussion might be
embarrassing and improper."

APPROVE RATES

Grants Freight Increase for Grain and
Coal.

Washington, March 9. Proposals
of western railroads to increase from
30,000 to 40,000 pounds the minimum
carload weight on grain products and
from 40,000 to 50,000 the minimum
weight on wheat and rye were ap-
proved as justified today by the inter-
state commerce commission.

The commission also found justified
increased rates on bituminous coal
from Illinois mines and other points
to points west of the Mississippi. Pro-
posed increases on broom corn from
Kansas and Oklahoma points to points
in Colorado and New Mexico were
found not justified and increases on
wheat and corn between points in
Arkansas on the St. Lrouis & San Fran-
cisco railway to Memphis were found
justified.

E Paso Chauffeur Dead, Carl
Fired; Merchant Slain.

Columbus, March 9. Arthur Mc-
Kinney, foreman of the I'aloraas
ranch, Will. Corbett and .lames O'Jfeal,
captured by Villa Tuesday were
hanced and their bodies burned, ac-
cording to information today. Thehanging occurred when the banditsraided the cattle herd of the Bosques
Cardes ranch. J. J. Moore, a mer-
chant, on a ranch one mile west, was
killed.

A chauffeur driving an automobilewith an El Paso license, name un-
known, was Killed and his body
burned.

SIGHT WAR FLEET

German Squadron Includes Bat-

tleships and Zeppelins.

Report It Is in North Sea Con-

firmed by Many.

Ijondo.i, March 9. Morning news-
papers publish from their correspond-
ents in Holland such details as are
aviilable there regarding the recent
activity of the German fleet in the
North sea According to these ac-
counts the fleet included about fifty
craft of all descriptions, from the
most modern dreadnaughts down to
old fashioned torpedo boats.

The fleet was escorted by two Zep-
pelins, which served as scouts to pre-
vent a surprise attack by hostile ves-
sels. One trawler sighted this fleet
165 miles due west of the mouth of
the Kibe. Another saw it 35 miles
northwest of Yumiden. All the Ger-
man ships were painted a war gray
and were invisible at a short distance.
Heavy clouds f smoke frequently hid
them completely.

One Dutch trawler is quoted as
having made the following report:

"During the recent air raid on Eng-
land a Zeppelin was seen scouting in
advance of three cruisers and a fleet
of destroyers and submarines which
were believed to have the intention of
making a dash for Knglish waters.
The Zeppelin, however, made eertain
discoveries regarding the watchfulness
of the British fleet and the German
squadron hastily withdrew."

STATE APHEAIS CASE

Suits Aguins Klk- - and Katies to the
Supreme Court.

Appeals in suits against the Kagies
and Klks lodges in Montgomery coun-
ty were filed today before the state
supreme court by S. M. Brewster, at-
torney general. Efforts to secure in-
junctions against the lodges failed
when the cases were tried before th?
Montgomery county district court and
the state has appealed its cases to the
supreme court.

Two Eagles lodges and two Elks
lodges in Caney. Midland and Inde-
pendence were under fire by the at-
torney general's office. Both the
Eagles and Elks lodges in Caney were
cited by the state in suits for injunc-
tions. The Eagles lodge in Midland
and the Elks lodge in Independence
were also charged with violation of the
liquor law. In all of the four casey
it was charged by the state that com-
mon drinking was permitted in the
club rooms and permanent injunctions
were asked.

When the case was tried before
Judge Flannelley, the evidence wa
held to be insufficient and judgments
were entered for the defendants. The
state, however, contended that the
law had been violated and today took
the cases before the state supremo
court.

DIAZ IN HIDING?

Washington, March 9. State de-
partment agents have information that
Felix Diaz, the Mexican revolutionary
leader, is hiding in New Orleans, and
upon their information they are satis-
fied that he has not landed in Mexico
with an armed expedition as has been
reported.


